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Nehemiah Cray. N. Ver. 14. 


And they refuſed ta Obey, neither were mindful of the 
Wonders that thou didit among them; but hardened their 
Necks, and in their Rebellian appointed! a Captain to re- 
turn to their Bondage. 1 Rei 3 


HE SE Words are Part of theſe Addreſſes 
Which the People of 1/rae} convened in a 
Polemn Aſſembly, upon the Eſtabliſhment of a new 
Kingdom after the Babyloniſh Captivity, offer'd to 
\ [mighty Gop in Commemoration of his great 
Bleflings in redeeming them from a Foreign and 
yrannical Yoke, from Idolatry and Slavery, and 
he unſuitable Returns they made to them. Exra is 
uppoſed to be the Author of theſe Addreſſes, 
hich were recated = the Prieffs, Levites, and the 
hole Congregation, ſoon after the Peremptory De- 

ree obtained by Nehemiah for the Reſtauration of 
he City and Temple of Ferzſalem. But the Words 
pf my Text have an Alluſion to the State of I/rael a- 
pout One Thouſand Years before, when they. were 
onducted by Adoſes out of Egypt to the Land of Ca- 
aan. This ſame Moſes was of the Blood of Jrael, 
and bred up in a Foreign Court, and might have ſat 
the Regal Throne there, but preferr'd to it a Call 
o another Regency, to Govern and Rule a Diſtreſs'd 
eople, from which he was deſcended. He was 
nſtituted by the Great Gop, (King of Kings) 
his Vicegerent over this People, not only for his con- 
ſummate Wiſdom and Experience in the Rules 
pf Government, but his great Meekneſs and Lenity, 
is Characteriſtick Virtue, His grand Buſineſs was 
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to eſtabliſh among them a moſt happy Conſtitu- 
tion in Civil and Religious Affairs; the One ſe- 


curing to every Perſon his Liberty and Property, and } 


the Other being a Model of the beſt Religion on Earth, 
free from Idolatry and Superſtition. This great Perſon 
modeſtly accepts ofthis Grand Function, and.exer- 
ciſes it with that Peculiar Diſcretion and Meekneſs, 


that he ſeemed the only. fit Perſon to preſide. over 


an obdurate and murmuring People. 
When the People under his Care and Government 


'  Aurmured and repined againſt him; and often Con- | 


ſpiraoies were raiſed to degrade him of his Dignity ; 


he uſed no Methods of Severity to correct their In- 
| ſolence, but preſerved himſelf in the 


Numb. 14. beſt Manner he could and ever Inter- 
19 . __ ceded with God for them. If no Wonders 
had -been exhibited to atteſt his Di- 
vine Commiſſion, yet one wou'd think, that this 
People looking back to a Foreign King, who would 
impoſe Slzvery and Idolatry upon them, and having in 
View a Perſon who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
ſo excellent an Adminiſtration, could never have 
the leaſt Thought of Rebelling againſt him, or re- 
turning to Bondage by Appointment of a new Cap- 
tain to Conduct them to it. But conſidering the 
Wonders which were wrought, ſeveral and mighty, 
to introduce this excellent Conſtitution among 
them, one muſt entertain a ſtrange Opinion of hu- 
mane Nature, or rather think ſuch People diveſted 
of Reaſon, who would prefer Bondage to it, and 
yet ſuch irrational and abſurd Creatures in the 

Shape of Men appear'd under the Regency of 

Moſes. Therefore tho? many Years after their Po- 
ſterity were ſolemnly aſſembled to rejoyce before 
Gov for his wonderful Mercies, and deprecate his 
Wrath, they could not but reflect on this impiaus 
| A | | | Ingrati- 
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Ingratitude of their Fore- Fathers in theſe ſignificant 
Words of my Text: And they refuſed ro Obey, neither 


s ere mindful of the Wonders that thou didſt aming them 


but hardened their Necks, and in their Rebellion appointed 
4 Captain to return to their Bondage, 1. e. Purpoſed ſo to do, 
according to the Hebrew Phraſe. 
' There needs no great Art in applying the Cir- 
cumſtances of the above Story, to the Subject 
which gave Occaſion to the Celebration of this 
Day. I ſhall therefore purſue the Application in 
the natural Order; and Firſt, Conſider the Excellency © 


of that Conſtitution Gor has ſettled among us. Secondly, 


| The many Wonders he has wrought in Confirmation and 


Preſervation of it. Thirdly, The Imperial Virtues and 
Goodneſs of the preſent Guardian ſet over it, reſemblima 
theſe of Moles. Fourthlv, The horrid Ingratitude and 
Infatuation of theſe who lately (like the Rebellions Iſraelites 
of Old) roſe up in Numbers again#t them, and choſe Cap- 
tains to reduce themſelves and the whole People again unto 
Bondage, and ſubje& themſelves unto a Prince who would 
introduce among them Idolatry and Slavery. The Dij- 
mal Conſequences of ſuch a Rebellion ending in Succeſs, 
would beſpeak ſo much Miſery and Confuſion to theſe Na- 
tions, that the Conſideration of the Diſappointment of it, 
will come in as a Natural Subject In the Laſt Place, 
Of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Almighty God, who 
ſtrengthned the Hands of our Gracious King to ſuppreſs it, 
and reffore Tranjuility and Peace. 

Firſt then, I ſhall conſider the Fllcellency of that Conſti- 
tution which God has ſettled among ws. As to that of 
the Chuncn, I ſhall take it for granted (for I ſhall 
not here enter on Religious Controverſies) that the 
Church of Rome, tho? founded by St. Paul or Peter, 
or both, has very much departed from it's Original 
Purity, having Veſted it's Biſhop with a Power be- 
yond what Curtisr delegated to any of his Suceeſ- 


ſors 
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ſors, nay what it's firſt Biſhops accounted Antichri- 
ſtian; by Virtue of which Power he has ſat in the 


Church of Gop as Gop, Authoris?d Traditions of 


Men above Scripture, Enforced many Erroneous 
Doctrines as Articles of Faith and Communion, 
and introduc'd a Pompous Set of Superſtitious Rites, 
embarraſing and debaſing Religious Worſhip. And 
to give an uncontroulable Authority and Sanction 
to ſuch Innovations; it called a General Councilat 
Nice in the Fifteenth Century, of all Chriſtian Bi- 
ſhops, where but an inconſiderable Number appeared 


Devorees to the Chair, and influenced by it's Cor- | 


ruptions; and yet they eſtabliſhed all the Corrupti- 
ons of the Romiſh Church, Anathematized or Con- 
| demned to Hell all who Diſſented from them; and 
that they may be of Everlaſting Authority and 


Duration, made that the laſt and final Council to F 
the End of the World, Anathematizing all thoſe IK 
who ſhould pronounce a Neceſſity of calling ano- 


ther to ſettle Religious Doctrines. Now tho? the 
Church of Rome embraced ſuch Errors, yet it can- 
not be denyed but it ſtill retained the Ancient 


Form of Church Government, tho? abuſed by the Go- 


vernours, and ſeveral Things commendable, or not 
blameable in Gop's Wocſhip, Our firſt Reformers 
had an Eye to both acting by the moſt prudential 
Methods, and removing all Corruptions preſented to 
us the Church in it's naked Purity and Simplicity, 
and retained only theſe Rites and Ceremonies of Wor- 
ſhip which contribute to the Decency and Order of 
it, and are comprehended within that general Rule 
laid down by St. Paul. So that for One hundred and 
| fifty Years to this very Day, ſcarce one Material 
| Objection has appear'd to cancel one Tittle of it's 
Conſtitution, N : 


Our 


een 
Our Civil Conſtitution likewiſe has a pre- eminent 
| Excellency, which takes in every thingwhich is good 


to a free-born People. It is ſo counterpoiſed between 
theſe two, that if you take from the Prerogative 
of the Monarch, you add too much weight to Popu- 
lar freedom, or if you enlarge it, you lighten Liber- 
ty and advance towards Tyrannny and Oppreſſion. 
The two neceſſary Appendants to Monarchy, it 
gives to the King, Pomp and Power ; as to one he 
is Dignified with all the Regalia, and Shines in a 
Splendid Court; as to Power, he preſides over the 
Legiſlative-Body, it being in him to call them toge- 
ther, and give Authority to what they enact, but the 
executive is ſolely Lodged in him, having the Ap- 
Tpointment of all Supreme Officers, Civil, Military, 
and Eccleſiaſtick. It allows at the ſame time to 
he People a ſhare in the Legiſlative Power, which 
s the meaſure the Executive is to go by; and if the 
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Remedy in Addrefling the Throne for their Remo- 
al, and in their Legiſlative Body in calling to Ju- 
ice ſuch Offenders ; of which there are many In- 
ances in Hiſtory, which ſhew that not only Offi- 
ers of Male-Adminiſtration in the Execution of 
he Law, but Miniſters near the Throne for Irre- 
ular Councils and Practices, have been brought to 
ondign Puniſhment. But as to the People, this is a 


nvaſion of their Property, they may Sue the King 
uimdelf, and bring him to the Bar at Law, nor can 


ned without due Courſe of Law. So excellent a 
onſtitution both in Church and State, one may 
zaſonably-think to be in a ſpecial manner under 
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in Monarchy, and adds to it all that can be allowed 


Officers of the latter Tranſgreſs, the People have a 


rand Bulwark of their Liberty, that in Caſe of 


hey loſe by him Life, Limb, Goods, or Eſtate, 
ithout the Verdict of their Equals, nor be Impri- 
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the Guardianſhip of Heaven; and therefore in the p 
24. Place, I ſhall proceed to conſider the Wonders . 
Gop has wrought in Confirmation and Preſcrvation f 
of it, 2 our Religious One. 1 
A very flight Cauſe gave it beginning in the Reign 
of Harry the VIIIth, viz. a ſmall Pique and Quarrel 
with the Pope for not gratifying him in Allowance t 
of a Divorce from Catherine his, Brother Arthur's Wi-a 
dow. The Papiſts indeed cite this Paſlage as a De-MR 
famation of our Reformation; whereas it was ant 
Argument of Gop's Providential Hand, in produ-! 
cing from ſmall Beginnings, Wonderful Effects of Er 
his Council. However, this Cauſe (as ſlight as it was) Rc 
tended to the Aboliſhment of Popiſh Supremacy in&% 
theſe Kingdoms, and an Uſurp'd Dominion over 
Men's Conſciences, a fair Introduction to Reformati- 
on in Religion, Gradually advanced by the Remo- 
val of ſuch Obſtacles, till it had a Settlement by 
King and Parliament, under Edward the 6th. By the 
untimely Death of this Royal Defender; it ſeem'd 
Nipp'd in the very Budd, and almoſt extin& by the 
Flames in Smithfield, Lighted by Queen Mary, which 
put a Period to the Lives of Numerous Patriots andi 
Profeſſors of it. This Perſecution was Supported by 
the Power of Spain, then very formidable, and a Great 
Zealot to the Romiſh See, The next Proteſtant Suc 
ceſſor was Impriſon'd, and her Life diſpaired of, ſoffſal: 
that every thing carried a proſpect of utter Ruin it 
ard Deſolation of our Church. hic 
Gon was mercifully pleas*d to put a ſudden Pehe ! 
riod to ſo Sanguine and Tyrannical a Reign, and H 
advance the Glorious Elizabeth from a Priſon to and 
Threne; a Woman dignify'd with excellent VirtuesPrec 
and poſleſs'd of a Heart highly enflam'd with Zealſſes « 
to the Proteſtant Epiſcopal Church. The Pope thunder*dFee, 
out Excommunicaiions againſt her, abſolved the Peo thi 
| | ple DT W 
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e ple from their Allegiance, and promiſed Benedicti- 
rs n to any, and the Throne, «hat would diſpoſſeſfs 
nrx and Re- eſtabliſn Popery. This produced a 
omplication of horrid Plots againſt Her Life and 
zn Crown, and a Spaniſh Armado, to Dethrone her: All 
el which by Gop's Providence ſhe defeated, which | 
ce continued her Reign to Forty Years; a Term well | 
/i-Fcalculated to a Mature Strength of the Preteſtant | 
e-Meligion. „„ 5 
The Two Succeſſors were Royal Lyminaries of out 
hurch; but the Life of the latter ſeemed to put an 
nd to it, and one to expire with the other. The 
oyal Branches were Tranſplanted to an Evil and 
in Foreign Soil, and in the Room, ſuch Weeds of Go- 
verffernment ſprang up, as choaked all Loyalty, and 
1ti-Þll Order in Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Affairs. Enthuſi- 
no-, Fanaticiſm, Libertiniſm, Principles of Regicide and 
Rebellion, ſuperſeded the pure Doctrine and Diſci- 
line of the Church of England. The Patriots of this 
hurch in this dreadful Storm, ſeem'd reduced to the 
tate of diſtreſſed Sailors, making Pravers to Hea- 
en, with Mourning and Contrition, their only Sans 
andſtuary. But *tis Gop that Reigneth and eſtabſiſn- 
byfs the World, ther it ſhall not be moved, and he was 
reatſleaſed out of this Confuſion, Perplexity and Diſorder, 
duc. P ſettle Peace, and lay the Storm, and Introduce 
, ſoalcyon Tranquility, to reſtore the Royal Family 
uinÞ it's Right, and the Church to it's primitive State, 
hich it enjoy'd in the peaceable Reign of Charles 
e IId. Four and Twenty Years. | 
His Succeſſor in the Time of his unhappy Exile, 
Ind the Reign of the Uſ»rp:r*s, had imbibed ſuch: 
reggs of Poperp, as corrupted his purer Princi- 
rcalles of Religion, and at laſt ſower'd it to that De- 
er'dfee, that he became totally engaged and devoted 
deo the Church of Rome. He mounted the Threne - 
plpt without great Prejudice to Proteſtant Subjects, 
[4 ; — | 


to it's Primitive State of Perſecution under een - 
evi- 
WR 
| t this Deplorable Criſis, God was pleas'd to raiſe A 
up a Glorious Deliverer out of another Royal 
Branch, and endue the Noble Prince of Orange with ſu 
undaunted Courage and Reſolution, to Aﬀert the St 
| Safety of our Religion and Liberties. The Royal H 
| Defender of the Popiſh Faith, flies before him, and fat 
the Univerſal Hearts of the People ſeat him onthe "© 
Vacant Throne, and Providence perpetuated his 
Poſſeſſion of it, till he had Fought a good Fight for the A 
| Liberties of Europe, ſettled the Proteſtant Religion at I © 
| Home, and the Succeſſion of the Crown in a Prote- IA, 
| ſens Line. 1 33 
Before he had quitted this Earthly Stage, France If. 
had taken Reſpite after a tedious and expenſive War, 
and began to project the Old Schemes of ſertling us £51 
under Popery and Slavery, by. Proclaiming a Popiſh T 
- King for us, in Violation of the moſt Solemn Trea- 
| ty. Waris proclaimed, but the Royal General Ex- 
tinct, and the burthenſome Weight of it devolved 
on Female Shoulders. Sh aroſe like Deborah, ex⸗ 
erts as Noble Endowments as the Great Elizabeth, 
and proves more Victorious by Her Hero Marlbo- 
| rough, than the Mighty William. Snz by a wonder- 
ſul Hand, conducted by a wile Miniſtry, unites the 
Kingdom of Scotland to England, promgtes the Wel- 
fare of our Church by the Enlargement of it's En- 
| Ccowments, and makes ſuch a Previſſonal A& for the 
| Security of the Proteſtant. Succeſſon, in Addition 
the 
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the former, that no Humane Device could better 


Jeſtabliſn it. 6 


To Tuxsx, and the Concurrence of Gop's Provi- 
dence, we owe the Quiet and Peaceable Acceſſion 
of our Gracious Sovereign King Goxo to the Impe- 


rial Crown of Great Britain, attended by a numerous 


Iſſue, Future Defenders of the Faith. Nor was God's 
Aſſiſting Hand wanting Abroad, for he had per- 
plex*d the French there with the Emperor, and the 
ſudden Tranſlation of the Queen to an Immortal 
State, and the uninterrupted Proclamation of the 
HIGH AND Michrr ErxcroR Or Brunswick, 
attended with Univerſal Acclamations, ſtruck Hor- 

ror and Conſternation in France and Lerrain. And 


Fa Stake Abroad in the direct m__ Line, as Guar- 


iatlure of Proteſtant 


es in many Neſpects, againſt whom the People of Iiraet - 


acquie. 
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ſced in Oux Cnoicr, wihout the leaſt ambitious 
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Stir or Deportment. As Moſes was of competent} 


7 
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Age, bred up in a Polite Court, and experienced in! 
j 


all the Rules of Government, ſo was Ovrx Kixg 


according to the Univerſal Judgment of Europe, and 
his own People in Particular. As MEEKNEPSS was 
the Characteriſticł Virtue of Moſes, ſo is it of Our 


ted tothat Degree in Impunity of Offenders, that 


they have not a little Contributed to the Inſurrecti- 
on of Audacious Rebels. And when ſuch have been 
taken in the higheſt Acts of Rebellion, every one i 
knows how many have received the Benefits of Mer-W o 


( 

| 

Kinxc,. whoſe Lenity and Mildnels have been Exer-Þ x 
h 

n 
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er, and how long FJuſtice has been delay*d both in d 
Tryals and Executions. If Fuſtice were not Exer- j 


cited in Some Meaſure, then the Peace of the Throne G 
and the Kingdom would be expoſed to every Huf- 7 
fing Villain, who would grow In/clext upon Inpuni- Io 
77, and deſpiſe inoffenſive Majeſty. So that I hope P 
1c may be allowed, that a Mosaicx MEEKNESS has li 
been Reſplendant in Oux KING, tho? HE might ti 
be induced to Adminiſter Vindictive Juſtice in Ca- pr 
ſes of Neceſſity to preſerve Publick Faith and Tranqui-W a 
liz. Jo pardan every Miſcreant in the higheſt YT 
Acts of Treaſon, and put them on a level with In-Wpc 
nocent Subjects, would make ſuch a Medley and Con- I ſe 


fuſion, as would juſtle out all Order and Peace in Im 
Government. Julius Ceſar was very xemarkableſth 


for his Clemency towards Pompey's Friends his Enemies, Ine 


which Cicero the Roman Orator one of, them, juſtly ſan 


extols; but had he furvived the Conſpiracy of Bru- D. 
tus and Caſſius, tis beyond Doubt he would not IA! 
leave them and their Adherents, to the Caſtigation of fſbr 
Auguſtus his Succellor. i 

I proceed now to the Fourth and Laſt Thing to vi 
Le conlider ed, Viz. The Horrid Ingratitude and Infatuu- It 
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. 
tion of theſe, who (like the unmindful Hraelites) in their 
Rebellion lately appointed a Captain, in Order to return to 
Bondage. As to Ingzatitude, it is Enhanced on the 
following Conſiderations. 
Our Preſent King Ruled with Regal Power over a 
Conſiderable and Large Body of People, before He 
bleſs'd theſe Nations with His Preſence, had a com- 
petent Revenue from his own Eſtate, and the Taxes 
he could impoſe on the People to ſupport that Dig- 
nity, was abſolute Monarch of their Hearts as well 
as Fortunes, and enjoy'd great Serenity and Quiet 
in his Government: During this time he is called by 
our ſupream Legiſlature to a Crown of Thorns, ſurroun- 
ded with Factious, Diſaſfected, and Male-content Sub- 
ſects, yet he accepts of it out of a Propenſity to do 
Good to Mankind; and enters up:n a laborious 
Task to pluck out every Thorn, and make it fit eaſy 
on himſelf and Poſterity. No ſooner had he taken 
Poſſeſſion of it, but a Flame of Fact ion and Rebel- 
lion blazes about him, which he endeavours to ex- 
tinguiſh, not by deſtroying the Incendiaries, but 
putting it out of their Power to light their Torches, 
and ſet up Beacons to excite to Rebellion. The firſt 
Time he appear'd in Council, he careſsꝰd the Op- 
Jportunity of declaring his firm Reſolution to pre- 
ſerve our Civil and Religious Rights, and confir- 
in med it by his Coronation Oath. He has purſued 
this Reſolution in the moſt unexceptionable Man- 
ies, ner, not made the leaſt Invaſion on the Right of 
any Subject, or one Tittle of Innovation in the 
Doctrine or Diſcipline of the Church Eftabliſhed. 
And the latter could little be fear'd from a Perſon 
pred up in the Lutheran Religion, deeply planted in 
Germany, which preſcribing a Set Liturgy, and ha- 
Jving an Epiſcopal Government, is well adapted to 
the Model of the Engliſh Church, Goad Gop! then 
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what could tempt Ungrateful Wretches under his 


Government to turn? Rebels, Papiſts indeed, who | 


are Enemies to our Excellent Conſtitution, may 
plead a tollerable Reaſon for appearing againſt that 


Royal Perſon, who is likely to ruine their Cauſe ; 
but that Proteſtants profeſs'd Members of our Church, 


(which inculcates the ſtricteſt Duties of Loyalty and 
Obedience) ſhould oppoſe him by Arms, nay theſe 


who induſtriouſly taught Unlimited and Paſſive. Obe- 
dience to the Crown, is not to be accounted for. 


Such Ingratitude has no Parallel, unleſs we ſeek it 
among the Stupid Iſraelites of Old to their Gop, and 
his immediate Vicegerent, but is not reſolvable into 


any Cauſe. Thus we behold the Monſtrous Pro- 


ductions of Nature with Admiration, but cannot 


aſſign a Cauſe for its diſorderly Courſe. 


But the Ingratitude of ſuch Rebels is not the only 
Thing unaccountable, but their Infatuation in ap- 
pointing a Captain to bring them under the fame 
Slavery and Bondage, which they felt in à late 
Reign. They groan'd as well as the I/rael:tes under 
theſevere Burthen of them ;and what ſtupid Madneſs 
could poſſeſs them to prepare their Necks again for it? 
They had a King already of the Royal Line of 
Great Britain by an Undoubted Claim; a Prince of 
Sagacity, Judgment, Juſtice, Sobriety and Tempe- 


france, Great in War and Peace; a Prince endow*d 
with ſuch Imperial Virtues, as may adorn any 


Throne, but as feared on the Bririſh, may be eſteem'd 


a ſpecial Gift of Heaven, being ſurrounded. with a 


numerous Proteſtant Iſſue : And could an Ignoble, 


Daſtardly, Bigotted Popiſh Þmpoſtor or Pretender, ſtand 
in Competition, who was diftinguiſhed by no Vir- 
tues in the Approbation of the World; one of a ſul- 
len and melancholly Temper, wlio would aſcend 
the Throne with:abundantly more Prejudice to Pro» 
* | teſtants 


. teſtants than his pretended Father, at leaſt would 

my bring over with him Maxims of Religion and Go- 

0 YF vernment quite deſtrucive-to*our Conſtitution, . 
7 © The ſhining Virtues of Oux KING were ſo great 
. an Argument againſt him, that his deluded Friends 
. uſed all Artifices to inſinuate into the People of Eu- 
3 gland, moſt Auguſt Notions of his Majeſtick Mien 
c and Perſonal Virtues. The Slavery and Arbitrary 
© | Power which would enſue upon a Popiſh King's be- 


ing ſeated on the Throne, they knew. made Impreſ- 
. fions on their Minds not to be eraſ#d, and therefore 
they gave out plauſible Hiſtories of his turning and 
A being a ſtaunch Proteſtant. But what a Share of Vir- . 
2 tues he poſſeſs'd to entitle him to Majeſty, may ap- 
bh pear from his Glorious Expedition to Scotland, and 


the noble Figure he made there; and as to his Ad- 
I H herence to the Proteſtant Religion, he gave a ſtrange 
'Y proof of it, in not ſaying one Word of it in his 
b Decleration. Indeed he mentioned a Security of his 
Subjécts Civil and Religious Rights, but as being a 
Papiſt it is well known what Rights he intended, 
of that is ſuch as are warrantable by the Popiſb Reli- 
> gion. That he has ſhew?d himſelf therefore a Bigot- 
e % Papiſt, is, beyond all Doubt. And now let us 
O examine further the Infatuation of theſe Rebels 
(who would chooſe. a Popiſh King) from the very 
Nature of Popery, NL 
*T45 certain then; that the Perſecution and De- 
ſtruction of Hereticks with whom No Faiths to be kept, 
when the Catholic Cauſe, interferes, is an avowed 
Principle of Popery, Our Popiſn Neighbours indeed 
deny it by Mouth, but do they diſavow it in Heart 
.. fand Conſcience? Not at all; when they have no 
, Fewer to execute it, it may ſerye a Turn to diſclaim 
+ its but he muſt be a moſt Imprudent Wretch, that 
would venture his Life on the Sincerity of ſuch Al. 
| legations: - 
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| legations, The Counci 


Ileights and Mountains afar off, but was to 


16 
| of Conſtance plainly deli- 
vers this Doctrine; and the Council of Trent, the 


Ground and Pillar of the Popiſh Faith, does re- eſta- 


bliſh it. But what need we appeal to any thing, 

but Notorious Facts in Hiſtory; as the Murder of 
Harry the 2d. and 4th. of France, the Prince of Orange, 
the Horrid and moſt Perfidious Maſſacre at Paris, 
when the Channels of the Streets ran down with 
Proteſtant Blood, Gun- Poder Treaſon, and the Iriſh 
Rebellion. As to the Maſſacre at Paris in particular, 
Thuanus a Popiſh Hiſtorian relates, that the Pope in 

the Conſiſtory of Cardinals upon the Receipt of his 
Legate?s Letter about it, ſolemnly gave Thanks to 
Almighty Gop for ſo great a nag 
red on the Roman See, and the Chriſtian World. So 

that here was Infatuation to a Madneſs, to endea-, 
vour to Erect on the Throne a Perſon of a dubious 
Extraction, and who muſt in Conformity to the 


Principles of his Religion, Eſtabliſh Popery, in the 


Deſtruction and Ruin of every thing which lay in 
its Way. : 


It is now full Time from the precedent Heads, to 
deduce a Subject of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to Al- 


mighty Go, ſuitable to the Inſtirution of this Day. 
Thus in the firſt place, That we have ſo excellent a 
Conſtitution in Church and State already. 24l 
ſuch ſtupendous Adminiſtrations of God's Providence have 
appear?d in Preſervation of it. And 4thly, That all 
theſe. good Things mu#t be exchanged for oppoſite Evils, had 
the late Unnatural Rebellion proſpered, are all exuberant 
Themes of Thankfulneſs. #2 | 

This Rebellion was no ſlight Inſurrection of an in- 


; conſiderate Party, but was a formed and deep con- 
certed Deſign by a Hoſt of Men. Every Corner 


of the Kingdom was to be a Stage of Action, and 
had its Rebels lurking; it began indeed on the 
pour 


confer- 


2dlv, That 


nn | 
own like Cataracts on the Plains and Valleys, 
hich furrounded the Throne. Nay there was a 

arge Channel prepared for the Torrent in the 
North of England, by an Army of Men affembled 


. 


SS 
* 


Et Preſton, where if the King's Troops had not re- 
's {paired at that Critical Juncture, proved Victorious, 
'5 fand Anticipated the vaſt Numbers that would accrue 
h to their Body, 'tis more than probable England had 
i Peen a Scene of the moſt Bloody Inteſtine War that 
„ver ravaged thro? it. France look d on it with a 


— 


miling Air, waiting for the Event, nd lending an 
Aſſiſting Hand, would have fo ſtrengthned the Re- 


O ppellious Party, that the King would be in extreme 
Hazard and Danger, and the Crown an uncertain 
o take to Contend for. ?Tis plain that the Anſwers 
pf the French Court to our Memorials were very 
15 old and evaſive, the Pretender was wafted over from 
le 


hence with Men, Money and Ammunition; and 

hat Aſſurances did Fance ever give us of its Love, 
hat it would quietly lie by and ſlip an Opportuni- 
y to Interpoſe, when there was a Proſpect of their 


3 A 


o Advantage, and our Ruin. The Mock Highland 
[- King, tho' of little Sagacity or Dexterity in Poli- 
Y. Wicks, yet may be ſuppos'd to have ſo much common 
4 Þenle as not to expoſe his Perſon, when ſo much 
ar Money was the Price of him taken Alive or Dead, 
4 mleſs he had Encouragement from numerous Parti- 
7 


ans of Deluded and Reſolute Rebels. This Scene 
xhibited to any True Proteſtant, without knowing 
he Event, would immediately create within him 
Horror and Confuſion of Spirit. But when he 
as told Of the Excellent Meaſures taken to ſecure the 
ings Perſon and Crown, the Enlargement of the Prero- 
ative in ſecuring Diſaffefted Perſons, Auxiliary Troops 
ired of Fidelity and not Subject to Deſertion, the Preſton 
ebels Craſh'd at their Appearance, the Faithful 1 
| E ead: 
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beaded by a Noble and Warlile Duke of their own, the 
firſt Battel won, the Advantage purſued by a Vigilent and 
Experienced Captain who executed the immediate Inſtructi- 


os of the Great Marlborough for many. Campaigns, the 
Pretender fled by @ Stratagem of his. own, leaving hu 
Wretched Crew in Deſpair and Miſery, the Ringleaders o 
the Rebellion brought to Exemplary Fuſtice, their Adherents 


Terrified, the Remnant in. Arms daily ſolliciting for Mer- 


5 Publick Peace andjTranquility, reſtored. L ſay, when 
uch a one was told of this, he muſt break forth with 
Extacy of Joy admire the Wiſdom. of our King, applaud 
the Honeſty and Bravery of his Faithful Subjects, andladbre 
the Power and Goodneſs of God in ſupplying Means, and 


directing them to a. Glorious and ſurpriſing End. 


In an Humble and Grateful Senſe of theſe Provi- 
dential Favours. we are aſſembled here this Day, and 
after Duty of Prayer, let us ſanctify our Mirth and 
all the Joyful Minutes of our Lives, wich: Gratula- 
tory Reflections on Gop's Gracious, Goodneſs. Let 
us careſs in Love the Royal Inſtrument of Gon's 
Bounty, let us by Submiſſion and due Obedience to 
him, make ourſelves worthy of ſo Divine a Gift, 


and let us not by Ingratitude expoſe our Chuck to 


Poperp or LI SERTIEs to Tyranny. again. Theſe 
are ſuch neceſſary and Difmal Conſequences of our 
Misbehaviour in this Point, that one would think 
Rational Creatures had no need of Advice in this 
Particular. And yet woful Experience does con- 
vince us, that we have as much Occaſion as the Pro- 
phet Elijah formerly, to ſound this Expoſtulation 
in the Ears of many Wavering Subjects, Viz. How 

15 1 : long balt ye between two Opinions * If the 
, Cord be God follow him, if Baal, then follow 
him. If the Religion Gop has Planted 
among you. and the King he has anointed over you, 


CI ) | 
fix d Objects of your Choice; but if an 7dolatrous Reli- 
gion, and Introducer of falſe Worſhip, better pleaſe 
„ou, and are reconcilable to your Hearts, you have 
vour Liberty of Election; you may be bleſs d or con- 
founded at Pleaſure. Or we may State the Caſe as 
Moſes did: Behold I ſet before you this Day, a Bleſſing or 
Curſe; a Bleſſing if you Obey God and the King; a Curſe 
if you Diſobey the one or Renounce the other. But above 
h all, fince the Preſervation of our CHuxch has been 
. in a manner the Ultimate End of ſo many favoura- 
ble Diſpenſations of Heaven, let us promote its 
} Welfare by a Conformity of our Lives to its. Do- 
"Rx arine, and a Zealous Obſervation of its Diſcipline, 
that ſo we may not be unworthy of that Excellent 
i Profeſlion which Gop has called us to by the Stu- 
E pendous Adminiſtrations of his Providence. To 
God the Father, &c. | 
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